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Cottage Lake Hit By Record Wind & Snow Storms

Around mldnlght on December 14th the Cottage Lake area was hit with a record bre:
L™ L windstorm with wind gusts up to 69 mph. The gale

§ force winds continued for several hours causing

many lakeside residents to sleep in lower floors of

their homes for safety. Cracking and falling trees

could be heard and made for a sleepless night for

many. - N

snapped into pieces and lay strewn
WoodinvilBuvall Road like pigksticks. Lodaes=
residents directed traffic trying to detour
around downed power lines. For several d:
hung precariously across lines above the | N
car s cautiously drove underneat h. Th
substation and its four feeder lines and many
smaller lines were wiped out leaving the Cottage
Lake area without power, heat, cable and internet.
Unfortunately temperatures dropped to below

' freezing the following day and many people
hunkered down in the dark to stay warm while
others turned on their generators or checked into
local hotels that sold out quickly. Puget Sound
Energy was not able to restore power for 7 to 11
days.

[N

Seattle Timeso S
newspaper was printed or delivered on D¢
15th. Far worse, the storm brought tragedies
life to 13 people in the Puget Sound area fr
falling on their cars and houses, from carbon
poisoning due to improperly vented genera
from trying to keep warm inside with charcoal

(Continued on pagg
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FOCL Holiday Party was a huge success by Susie Egan

The Friends of Cottage Lake he
B their first holiday potluck party in
years on December 10th. Susie @&
| Kevin Egan hosted the party at thi
it house and the potluck dishes werll;
absolutely incredible. Around thir,
Cottage Lake residents attended
wonderful time was had by all. St
much so that it was decided that i
should become a holiday traditio
. you would I|ike : !
holiday party at your house, please contact either Susie Egan y,
-1952 or Judy Dunning at (425)8@Bwho are on the FOCL Soci :

Committee. Wedre hoping f or| ClekwiseeEsravintneybStaffprgse suise Millerr Kaved| u t
some of the pictures from the party. Mattson & Ann Whitney

z '
Clockwise: Susie Egan, ?, Gary Mattson, Sally Maimoni, Chuck Cushing, Clockwise: Beth Shepherd, Gary Mattson, Ann Whitney,
Carol & Art Fauconnier, Sherri & David Overcash, & Juneva Cushing Diane & Bernie Clark

Cottage Lake Stormeontinued from pad

While the entire Puget Sound region was affected by tHkeeast a virtual ice rink with dozens of cars left abandone
the Cottage Lake area was one of the hardest hit. All of @éengdtagrside of the road for several days.

Woodinville was closed down with retails stores and gas $tg}iqQRg first time in several years, the lake froze over. Not
unable to operate without power. This was a devasiRit for ice skating but enough that a flock of white swan:

economic blow to local businesses that depend on Ci{RtiRagind enjoyed a winter picnic on the surface (see phot
sales as a major portion of their annual revenue. ResidRIRWS¢hankiully g . awms .

forced to drive to Monroe and Snohomish County to find,gageRRs lost dur s
food. The Woodinville Costco somehow had power andwassaify, but at
to stay open providing refuge for people with warm foodiafid @&Sthis writ
for their generators. snow still remains.

Then as things began to get back to nordaalyany 10th the ground.
around 3:30 p.m., just in time for the evening commute, the &rea g s
was hit with a snowstorm with temperatures sinking dowga-fek9n 2007!
degrees. The snow fell quickly and WoaingilleRoad

0
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Remembering Cottage Lake Db,

Many of you already know that Cottage Lake boastgm@uioof hospitality of Mary & Matt McCain who now own the
the oldest inhabited homes in King County, which we lomailg; It was an emotional and nostalgic step back into time
refer to as the JuddgCain House. It is located on the sioutthem. They enjoyed recalling the stories of spending their
end of Cottage Lake and was built by Ezra Jurey arousdnii®@ts there and how the house and property looked back
Ezra was a bachelor and had no children. He bequeati¢iaatiime.
house and property to a distant relative on his mot
the family, Mary Slaughter, seen seated in the boat belg ) R L\ '

Left to right: Mary Slaughter and her grandchildren, Sarah, , > : ey 2
Joseph, Joan & Marilyn F ’ : , P T A
Sisters Joan (Wil werding)| Whini

Mary and her husband, John, had three daughters, He{@fwerding) Watchie visit the JureyMcCain House this past

Hill in Seattle and used the Cottage Lake property as their
summer retreat from the city. Mary loved to have her
grandchildren
(Marilyn, Joan,
Joseph and Sara
AiSal |l yo)
her during the
summers. Joseph
actually spent an
entire year living
with her at Cottage
Lake when he was
a small boy while
recuperating from
an illness.

Be sure to viSihe Friends

of Cottage Lake weltsite

read Joeds incr

spending summers at his

grandmot her 6s h«

Cottage Lake in

and 19406s. He

wonderful story about riding

his horse in the woods

around the lake, hunting,

fishing and running into bears
You wonét want t

This past J
summer, Marilyn, . -~
Joan and Joseph . " - -
were able to visit | Joe Wilwerding in front of the

= | the house again house this past summer.
Joseph Wilwerding with his mother | 5ftar almost forty
Helen around 1948 holding water lilies. years due to the



http://www.friendsofcottagelake.org/artjan2007.htm
http://www.friendsofcottagelake.org/artjan2007.htm
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Living with Beavers on Cottage Lake &y «aenwatson

Buck yos Di nn eth’emselves and their offspring, to provide an underwater acces

One day, a flourishingd®@ willow tree beside the laketdbtheir home, and to make a storage place for their food supply
the next morning, ats# pointed stump, grooved by-cHi#ebding land also results in wetter soil, which encourages th
shaped teeth. growth of beaverso favorite f

A notunusual phenomenon of living on Cottage Lakef
experience has been reported by several residents.
willows are popular with beavers, this tree is not their onl
nor are lakeside trees their only victims. Balancing respd
stewardship for the areab
gardens can challenge the greenest of residents.

A typical beaver dam

Russell Link explains: i Bea\
and will constantly enlarge the dams as the water level increase
- i Y e > in their pond. A family of beavers may build and maintain one ¢
Actual picture taken |of G&VyETr@lkad@amsmdin stoh@isr territ
willow tree facts affect us?

Some have lived with beavers here longer than others, and fo
Homeowner Gary Mattson, whose willow was fellet oseﬁflose to the Cottage Lake Creek outlet, beaver dams hav
Ken a problem that would try the patience of saints. Al

previous paragraph and shown in the photo above, gfv Sc view with Leno Bassett
update after the felling of his tree: depredatlons: Leno first purchased the Highland Dairy Farm, &
il l earned that M@ABuckyo0 theassuthreedtoliQotteged ake, ¢éag inl1$69. | Interestingly,tLén
bark, chew small pieces, and eventually to gnaw the origidalfitems t hat beavers werenot i
foot piece of trunk in two. | observed it leaving the scena@®H3@ di dn ot see any here un
a.m. one morning, heading south back to the outlet sbeam afgi ng r hododendrons down f

Cottage Lake. 6 Why, | ask~mgr§]elt1, eq]qlesfohhni%tgpignplmg
travel so far from its home to come to the northeast er&;ﬂéﬂgrLeno In his experlence since 1970, when the count

Ql%ught the first part of what is now Cold Creek Natural Area, |

a Iowed the banks and surrounding area to grow over and floo

fe are %oth Caunty | nd i\ What is_still B ssett land
r

éh@/ o° fuihePotis d&nth. VY—'br tHe 9BYssett

officially deS|gnated as farmland, hayfields have bee

(which I would love to get rid of) to eat thishourglerNiobe,
willow, which has been nurtured and pruned since it wag
twig? And furthermore, oudr
literally in the lake with roots still attached to the shore f}
once stood, has been overlooked by this fickle eating fg‘

This, | tell you. is not by sed%es ang %e g{fasses§wh|clk§rfe,we]tlalqd(;sglng
of this pest?6 al so comes, eﬁi& re|Jneorﬂk5<erosyt N el

scraps of what once was beginning to be a great kmqj

perch. o rs] down onto the fields

be doneuntilmlidu | y . 0

Bucky At Home Leanette Bassetti, (Lenods ¢

Beavers take down trees for food and also to build lodgige@n®d8?2) just off the south end of Cottage Lake, where the
dams (see inset on page 6 on how to protect your prizehi&eesp beautiful Crooked Arbor Nursery and Gardens. Shi
Beavers build dams for several purposes: to make a sakgxggiin®rthat they are located along the Cottage Lake (outlet

(Continued on pae
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(Continued from padég AWhen people in King County
of problems. Because beavers are a misunderstood group
rodents, we want to clear up some misconceptions. The follow

Creek, and says, i We ma i n statements tall eruefpr maiupak sydteyns, @rdrarygoapopulara

farmland, growing grass for mowing and haying, and trees faresibfide.

We want to live in harmony with salmon, beaver, other faunﬁ élé)éeerﬁ do nokt) cause deleterious stream bank erosion

and peopl e. Since the 906 t he eaver population ha

substantially on Cold Creek and Cottage Lake Creek. The Heae@r@rs do not cause streams to silt up

continually maintain the height of their dams, removing natiyegfi@hfers do not cause salmon catastrophes
and our planted trees along the creeko

Cottage Lake Creek and Cot t'”e%a&ers docreate elxcé”@r@ r|e<9§'r‘g \Wﬂb' fag for ?0'6‘%@’?“0
|l evel sd when the County putsSPSCRS t he new beaver deceive
Lake Creek." 1 Beavers do help form wetlands that attract wide varieties

Other lake residents also experience fallout from this groM@#fy and animal species
population of North Amer i cajBeavelsad help duce flaghdfieodiihg:at one @xaréme &nd |
owns and lives at the blueberry farm on the northwest end of Cettage e a m b e d &ttp:Adhr.metinle.goo/tvveteres/
Lake, experiences the consequences of dams not only alongehigrs/Beaver? itm
lakefront, but on his frontage along Daniels Creek as well. Whe
beaver dam control measures have been implemented in theeﬁy
B

he says AEveryone can seeem f|ca t r in .l ake
ys. y beavers]g ot C@He AR Prédui Bt

According to data from the King County Lake Ste@aydsghipt y Co n servation Di strict
volunteer monitoring program, the overall water level foREDGRURy a beaver dam is not recommended. Downstream ar
Lake has not risen since monitoring started in 1994 (althcirghoftaterflooded and severe erosion can occur when dams
levels go up and down each year based on precipitation |eugls).c8e,suddenly. And the sediment trapped in beaver dam:
how does that relate to what some residents are seeing? TWgsthan@g@wnstream when beaver dams are removed, impai
is that in the past sever ahteryggality for 4 Rrigoperiod followity)thet rénfovals of N
as low as they had been in the past. The lake level kighsnafétip:(/www.snohomishcd.org/Fact/%20Sheets/

hout just removing the beaver dams? Evidently, tf
00|ssH0rtved On(?e | ak.ef ront

consistent over the yealsasi cal | vy, t he Fa@tVBQatv@r.hdI‘ | ake | evel i snodt
hi her , itds just not ettin as | W in h summer .
J : J g Becelvmg Buceky
What 6s the situation, at t h
breaking up the dams doesnodt
beaversé effects on the | ake,

Brian Sleight, Stormwater Services Section Senior Engine
manages the Neighborhood Drainage Assistance Program, wt
allows King County to use public funds to address private drain
problenincluding beaver dams. He surveyed the channel botto
and water surface elevation of both Cold Creek and Cottage L
Creek (the | akeds outlet stre
about 400 feet south of NE» B&fet. He found two dams on
Cottage Lake Creek and detern
levels behind them, at least duringthd lew per i od. 0
returned in early November (2006), where he found the upper be

On Buckyds Be hdanlsdbmerged it was not controlling the outflow from Cotte

Past efforts at controlling beaver on the lake centered an ﬁ? 51 g tot k f r etgf? rd Sbl the fiBeaver
the beavers or breaking up their dams, but these e%&ﬁ% % LN/ € 10 take for water flow problems.

provided a short term solution. According to a Fact Sheet sugptieerdlyyears ago, Leno Bassett obtained a permit to instal
the Snohomish County Consébeavieond®ceitvyerco, (dWwhen feortat
relocating beavers or killing them may be temporarily effedéve, keeiis the creek water flowing through), but this initial atte
not providealehger m sol uti onéi f t hdeirden Oits wortkkeavdre Counhg Bowap
concern, the habitat is good for beavers and the vacated datie: waiber dam on Cottage Creek, closest to the lake.. This
soon be 0 ¢ chitp/ivevdsnohargisnidrd/Fdngiude a wider pipe with more perforations, which will be harde
20Sheets/Fact_Beavey.pdf the beavers to plug up, and also a cage around the inlet. T

Perhaps the information most directly pertinent here, '%SJN ‘? date for this to occur is August 2007, when the lake is ¢
comes from the King County Wildlife article on beavers: (Continued on pagg
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