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     Around midnight on December 14th the Cottage Lake area was hit with a record breaking 
windstorm with wind gusts up to 69 mph.  The gale-
force winds continued for several hours causing 
many lakeside residents to sleep in lower floors of 
their homes for safety.  Cracking and falling trees 
could be heard and made for a sleepless night for 
many. 

     Power, 
telephone 
and light 
p o l e s 

snapped into pieces and lay strewn along 
Woodinville-Duvall Road like pick-up sticks.  Local 
residents directed traffic trying to detour motorists 
around downed power lines.  For several days trees 
hung precariously across lines above the road as 
cars cautiously drove underneath.  The areaôs 

substation and its four feeder lines and many 
smaller lines were wiped out leaving the Cottage 
Lake area without power, heat, cable and internet.  
Unfortunately temperatures dropped to below 
freezing the following day and many people 
hunkered down in the dark to stay warm while 
others turned on their generators or checked into 
local hotels that sold out quickly. Puget Sound 
Energy was not able to restore power for 7 to 11 
days. 

    Since the 
Seattle Timesô Bothell printing plant lost power, no 
newspaper was printed or delivered on December 
15th.  Far worse, the storm brought tragedies in loss of 
life to 13 people in the Puget Sound area from trees 
falling on their cars and houses, from carbon monoxide 
poisoning due to improperly vented generators and 

from trying to keep warm inside with charcoal grills. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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FOCL Holiday Party was a huge success  by Susie Egan 
 

    The Friends of Cottage Lake held 
their first holiday potluck party in recent 
years on December 10th.  Susie & 
Kevin Egan hosted the party at their 
house and the potluck dishes were 
absolutely incredible.  Around thirty 
Cottage Lake residents attended and a 
wonderful time was had by all.  So 
much so that it was decided that it 
should become a holiday tradition.  If 
you would like to host next yearôs 

holiday party at  your house, please contact either Susie Egan at (425) 788
-1952 or Judy Dunning at (425) 788-0801 who are on the FOCL Social 
Committee.  Weôre hoping for an even bigger turnout next year.  Here are 

some of the pictures from the party. 
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 While the entire Puget Sound region was affected by the storm, 
the Cottage Lake area was one of the hardest hit.  All of downtown 
Woodinville was closed down with retails stores and gas stations 
unable to operate without power.  This was a devastating 
economic blow to local businesses that depend on Christmas 
sales as a major portion of their annual revenue.  Residents were 
forced to drive to Monroe and Snohomish County to find gas and 
food.  The Woodinville Costco somehow had power and was able 
to stay open providing refuge for people with warm food and gas 
for their generators.      

   Then as things began to get back to normal, on January 10th, 
around 3:30 p.m., just in time for the evening commute, the area 
was hit with a snowstorm with temperatures sinking down to 19 
degrees.  The snow fell quickly and Woodinville-Duvall Road 

Cottage Lake Storms   Continued from page 1) 

became a virtual ice rink with dozens of cars left  abandoned 
along the side of the road for several days.  

    For the first time in several years, the lake froze over.  Not 
enough for ice skating but enough that a flock of white swans 
flew in and enjoyed a winter picnic on the surface (see photo 
below.) Thankfully no 
power was lost during 
this storm, but at the 
time of this writing 
snow still remains on 
the ground. 

    Hereôs to better 
weather in 2007! 

 

Clockwise:  Beth Shepherd, Gary Mattson, Ann Whitney, 

Diane & Bernie Clark 

Clockwise:  Earl Whitney, Stafford & Louise Miller, Karen 

Mattson & Ann Whitney 

Clockwise:  Susie Egan, ?, Gary Mattson, Sally Maimoni, Chuck Cushing,  

Carol  & Art Fauconnier, Sherri & David Overcash, & Juneva Cushing 



     Many of you already know that Cottage Lake boasts one of 
the oldest inhabited homes in King County, which we locally 
refer to as the Jurey-McCain House.  It is located on the south 
end of Cottage Lake and was built by Ezra Jurey around 1891.  
Ezra was a bachelor and had no children.  He bequeathed his 
house and property to a distant relative on his motherôs side of 

the family, Mary Slaughter, seen seated in the boat below . 

   Mary and her husband, John, had three daughters, Helen, 
Kathryn & Mary (the latter were twins.)  They lived on Capitol 
Hill in Seattle and used the Cottage Lake property as their 
summer retreat from the city.  Mary loved to have her  

grandchildren 
(Marilyn, Joan, 
Joseph and Sara 
ñSallyò) stay with 
her during the 
summers.  Joseph 
actually spent an 
entire year living 
with her at Cottage 
Lake when he was 
a small boy while 
recuperating from 

an illness.   
  

    This past 
summer, Marilyn, 
Joan and Joseph 
were able to visit 
the house again 
after almost forty 
years due to the  

gracious hospitality of Mary & Matt McCain who now own the 
home.  It  was an emotional and nostalgic step back into time 
for them.  They enjoyed recalling the stories of spending their 
summers there and how the house and property looked back 

at that time.  

 

 Be sure to visit The Friends 
of Cottage Lake website to 
read Joeôs incredible story of 
spending summers at his 
grandmotherôs house on 
Cottage Lake in the 1930ôs 
and 1940ôs.  He tells a 
wonderful story about  riding 
his horse in the woods 
around the lake, hunting, 
fishing and running into bears 

You wonôt want to miss it!.  

 

 

Remembering Cottage Lake back in the 1930õs 
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Left to right:  Mary Slaughter and her grandchildren, Sarah, 

Joseph, Joan & Marilyn (mid 1930õs) 

Joseph Wilwerding with his mother 

Helen around 1948 holding water lilies. 

Sisters Joan (Wilwerding) Whinihan and Sarah òSallyó 

(Wilwerding) Watchie visit the Jurey-McCain House this past 

summer recalling their childhood memories. 

Joe Wilwerding in front of the 

house this past summer. 

http://www.friendsofcottagelake.org/artjan2007.htm
http://www.friendsofcottagelake.org/artjan2007.htm
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 Living with Beavers on Cottage Lake  By Karen Mattson 

Buckyõs Dinner 

     One day, a flourishing 20-foot willow tree beside the lake, by 
the next morning, a tell-tale pointed stump, grooved by chisel-
shaped teeth. 

     A not-unusual phenomenon of living on Cottage Lake, this 
experience has been reported by several residents.  Though 
willows are popular with beavers, this tree is not their only target, 
nor are lakeside trees their only victims.  Balancing respect and 
stewardship for the areaôs wildlife with protectiveness for our 

gardens can challenge the greenest of residents.   

 Homeowner Gary Mattson, whose willow was felled in the 
previous paragraph and shown in the photo above, gives this 
update after the felling of his tree:  

    ñI learned that ñBuckyò has returned regularly in the night to eat 
bark, chew small pieces, and eventually to gnaw the original five-
foot piece of trunk in two. I observed it leaving the scene at 5:30 
a.m. one morning, heading south back to the outlet stream of 
Cottage Lake. ôWhy, I ask myself, does this animal choose to 
travel so far from its home to come to the northeast end of our 
lake, and then bypass my perfectly good-tasting corkscrew willow 
(which I would love to get rid of) to eat this nursery-bought Niobe 
willow, which has been nurtured and pruned since it was a mere 
twig? And furthermore, our neighborôs fallen willow tree, which is 
literally in the lake with roots still attached to the shore where it 
once stood, has been overlooked by this fickle eating machine. 
This, I tell you, is not fair. óDeath to Bucky,ô I say.  óWho will rid me 
of this pest?ô also comes to mind as I look out upon the remaining 
scraps of what once was beginning to be a great kingfisher 
perch.ò 

Bucky At Home 
    Beavers take down trees for food and also to build lodges and 
dams (see inset on page 6 on how to protect your prized trees). 
Beavers build dams for several purposes: to make a safe den for 

themselves and their offspring, to provide an underwater access 
to their home, and to make a storage place for their food supply.  
Flooding land also results in wetter soil, which encourages the 
growth of beaversô favorite foods.  

 

    Russell Link explains: ñBeavers keep their dams in good repair 
and will constantly enlarge the dams as the water level increases 
in their pond.  A family of beavers may build and maintain one or 
several dams in their territory.ò  How do these natural history 
facts affect us?   

    Some have lived with beavers here longer than others, and for 
those close to the Cottage Lake Creek outlet, beaver dams have 
long been a problem that would try the patience of saints.  An 
interview with Leno Bassett enlarges the story of Buckyôs 
depredations: Leno first purchased the Highland Dairy Farm, at 
the south end of Cottage Lake, late in 1959.  Interestingly, Leno 
claims that beavers werenôt in the area* when he bought the dairy 
farmðhe didnôt see any here until 1970: ñwe could see them 
bringing rhododendrons down from the other end of the lake.ò   

    ñIôm an environmentalist myself, but you can go too far,ò 
explains Leno.  In his experience, since 1970, when the county  
bought the first part of what is now Cold Creek Natural Area, it 
allowed the banks and surrounding area to grow over and flood 
the whole area (both County land and what is still Bassett land), 
due primarily to numerous beaver dams.  For the Bassett 
property, officially designated as farmland, hayfields have been 
replaced by sedges and rye grasses, which are wetlands plants, 
due to the effects of flooding much of the year.  ñIn the early 
ó70s,ò Leno remembers, ñwe could get the machines [tractors and 
mowers] down onto the fields by the end of March. Now it canôt 
be done until mid-July.ò   

    Leanette Bassetti, (Lenoôs daughter) and her husband Bill live 
(since 1982) just off the south end of Cottage Lake, where they 
have the beautiful Crooked Arbor Nursery and Gardens.  She 
explains that they are located along the Cottage Lake (outlet) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Actual picture taken of Gary & Karen Mattsonõs 

willow tree 

A typical beaver dam 
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Creek, and says, ñWe maintain the property as parkland and 
farmland, growing grass for mowing and haying, and trees for shade.  
We want to live in harmony with salmon, beaver, other fauna, flora, 
and people.  Since the 90ôs, the beaver population has increased 
substantially on Cold Creek and Cottage Lake Creek. The beavers 
continually maintain the height of their dams, removing native flora 
and our planted trees along the creekôs edge.  We are hoping that 
Cottage Lake Creek and Cottage Lake levels will lower to ónormal 
levelsô when the County puts in the new beaver deceiver on Cottage 
Lake Creek."  

    Other lake residents also experience fallout from this growing 
population of North Americaôs largest rodent:  Dan Caufman, who 
owns and lives at the blueberry farm on the northwest end of Cottage 
Lake, experiences the consequences of dams not only along his 
lakefront, but on his frontage along Daniels Creek as well.  When 
beaver dam control measures have been implemented in the past, 
he says, ñEveryone can see the significant drop in lake level.ò   

    According to data from the King County Lake Stewardship 
volunteer monitoring program, the overall water level for Cottage 
Lake has not risen since monitoring started in 1994 (although water 
levels go up and down each year based on precipitation levels). So, 
how does that relate to what some residents are seeing? The change 
is that in the past several years (about five) the summer lows arenôt 
as low as they had been in the past. The lake level highs are 
consistent over the years ï basically, the overall lake level isnôt 
higher, itôs just not getting as low in the summer. 

On Buckyõs Behalf 

     Past efforts at controlling beaver on the lake centered on trapping 
the beavers or breaking up their dams, but these efforts only 
provided a short term solution. According to a Fact Sheet supplied by 
the Snohomish County Conservation District, ñWhile trapping and 
relocating beavers or killing them may be temporarily effective, it will 
not provide a long-term solutionéif there is a beaver in the area of 
concern, the habitat is good for beavers and the vacated habitat will 
soon be occupied againò (http://www.snohomishcd.org/Fact/%
20Sheets/Fact_Beaver.pdf). 

Perhaps the information most directly pertinent here, however, 
comes from the King County Wildlife article on beavers:  

         ñWhen people in King County think of beavers, they often think 
of problems. Because beavers are a misunderstood group of 
rodents, we want to clear up some misconceptions. The following 
statements are all true for natural systems, contrary to popular 
belief: 

¶ Beavers do not cause deleterious stream bank erosion  

¶ Beavers do not cause streams to silt up  

¶ Beavers do not cause salmon catastrophes  

¶ Beavers do create excellent rearing habitat for some salmonid 
species  

¶ Beavers do help form wetlands that attract wide varieties of 

plant and animal species  

¶ Beavers do help reduce flash flooding at one extreme and dry 
stream beds at the otherò  (http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/waterres/
beavers/Beaver2.htm). 

     How about just removing the beaver dams?  Evidently, that 
remedy, too, is short-lived.  One lakefront resident said, ñTheyôve [the 
beavers] got the dam rebuilt within just a few days.ò  The Snohomish 
County Conservation Districtôs Fact Sheet says, discouragingly, 
ñRemoving a beaver dam is not recommended. Downstream areas 
are often flooded and severe erosion can occur when dams are 
taken out suddenly. And the sediment trapped in beaver dams is 
washed downstream when beaver dams are removed, impairing 
water quality for a long period following the removal of the 
damñ (http: / /www.snohomishcd.org/Fact /%20Sheets /
Fact_Beaver.pdf).   

Deceiving Bucky 

     Whatôs the situation, at this point?  If removing the beavers or 
breaking up the dams doesnôt work, how can we deal with the 
beaversô effects on the lake, the creeks, and the lands nearby?   

     Brian Sleight, Stormwater Services Section Senior Engineer, 
manages the Neighborhood Drainage Assistance Program, which 
allows King County to use public funds to address private drainage 
problemsðincluding beaver dams.  He surveyed the channel bottom 
and water surface elevation of both Cold Creek and Cottage Lake 
Creek (the lakeôs outlet stream) last summer. The survey extended to 
about 400 feet south of NE 165th Street.  He found two dams on 
Cottage Lake Creek and determined that ñthey were affecting water 
levels behind them, at least during the low-flow period.ò  Brian also 
returned in early November (2006), where he found the upper beaver 
dam submerged: it was not controlling the outflow from Cottage 
Lake.  He regards the ñBeaver Deceiverò or ñFlexible Leveler,ò as the 
best course to take for water flow problems. 

     Several years ago, Leno Bassett obtained a permit to install a 
ñbeaver deceiverò (a perforated pipe that, inserted through a beaver 
dam, keeps the creek water flowing through), but this initial attempt 
didnôt work. The County now plans to install a larger Beaver Deceiver 
on the upper dam on Cottage Creek, closest to the lake.. This will 
include a wider pipe with more perforations, which will be harder for 
the beavers to plug up, and also a cage around the inlet.  The 
projected date for this to occur is August 2007, when the lake is at its 

(Continued from page 4) 
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