Friends of Cottage Lake
General Meeting ~ January 30, 2008
Minutes
Attending the meeting:

	Jonathan Morrison
	Sally Maimoni
	Jim Fleek
	

	Susie Egan
	Deb Wismiller
	
	


· Eurasian Milfoil Update
· At the last meeting, the community decided to attempt to eradicate the Eurasian milfoil before it becomes widespread using localized application of herbicide (most likely Triclopyr). 
· Michael Murphy (aka Murph) from King County applied to the Department of Ecology for an early infestation grant to pay for the project with all matching fund requirements met by King County.
· Both Murph and Beth Cullen believe we stand a good chance of being approved for the grant.  There are the usual budgeting issues which delay the timing.

· The community can find a summary of the project at the website:

www.friendsofcottagelake.org/milfoil.htm
· King County is investigating the possibility of combining treatment of the water lilies with the milfoil treatment.
· Water Lily Update
· We need to continue to treat the water lilies.  Not only is this an ongoing project from prior years, but it will aid in eradicating the milfoil.

· We dropped our previous contractor due to lack of progress and community dissatisfaction.

· We have adequate funding for one more treatment this year.  

· We had a discussion of raising additional funds for treating the water lilies through the membership renewal process.  Susie Egan will draft a membership renewal form that will include a place to donate additional money for the water lily project.

· Elections – Board Members for 2008
· We held nominations but due to lack of attendance we could not finalize the board membership list.

· The nominations included:

· Jonathan Morrison

· Sally Maimoni

· Chuck Cushing
· Stafford Miller

· Mary McCain

· Susie Egan

· The new board (when finalized) will meet to decide on positions.

· We need 5 board members, but always welcome others who want to contribute more time to Friends of Cottage Lake.

· State and municipal actions that impact the lake
· Senate Bill 6228 is in committee - it proposes to eliminate phosphorous in turf fertilizer. Excess phosphorus causes the algae blooms we have in the summer and fall as well as other water quality issues. Phosphorus is not needed for green lawns (they need nitrogen) and if this bill passes, phosphorus free fertilizer will be easily available and we won’t have to worry about harming the lake while maintaining healthy lawns.
· Senate Bill 6229 is a proposal for a Washington State Lakes Program – this would help ensure that problems with lakes (like ours) are identified and that there is funding to protect and restore lakes.
· To find out more about these bills, check out this location:   http://www.walpa.org/legislation.htm
· You can help support these bills by writing to your legislators. If you are interested in sending an email, you can find email addresses here: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/Default.aspx
· For Senate Bill 6228, please email the members of the Water, Energy, and Telecom committee and let them know you support the bill: http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Committees/WET/Members.htm
· Jonathan reported on an update to the King County Comprehensive Plan.
· Change in “mobility standards” which may increase the traffic flow around the Woodinville-Duvall / Avondale Road intersection.  If this change is approved, it is likely that several permits for commercial development will be granted for businesses close to that intersection.
· In addition, the update proposes re-zoning the property beside Safeway (currently forested and adjacent to Cottage Lake Creek) as commercial.
· You can provide feedback on the Comprehensive Plan Update by following the instructions on this webpage: http://www.metrokc.gov/permits/codes/CompPlan/2008/#comments
· The plan goes to the King County Council on March 1st
· Upcoming Events

· Friends of Cottage Lake Native Plant Sale April 12 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Jonathan Morrison’s house, 17214 185th Place NE.
· More restoration work at Cottage Lake Park (TBD)
· Septic System education (TBD)
· Next FOCL meeting on April 2nd, 2008 at 7pm
· Other Discussion
· We discussed options to improve attendance at meetings and increase membership.

· Susie Egan suggested we telephone members prior to meetings to remind them of our schedule.  Susie Egan said she would forward Jonathan, Jim Fleek and Sally Maimoni a proposed telephone list of those people who have been active with FOCL in the past.   Jim Fleek volunteered to help call these people before each meeting.    
