Friends of Cottage Lake
General Meeting ~ December 13, 2007

Minutes
Attending the meeting:

	Jonathan Morrison
	Sally Maimoni
	Jim Fleek
	Stafford Miller

	Susie Egan
	Kevin Egan
	Leslie Henderson
	Ed Grubbs

	Burnie Clark
	Russ Glaser
	Don Pettit
	Anne Pettit

	Melissa Waldie
	Matt Schmitter
	Chuck Cushing
	Carol Porter

	Gary Mattson
	Karen Mattson
	Rosalie Paulgen
	Guy Baltzelle

	Snake Johns
	
	
	


[+ others that didn’t sign the sheet – sorry if we missed your name]
· Cottage Lake Park Update
· Beth Cullen reported that all the landscaping we did over the summer and fall along Cottage Lake Park shoreline survived the recent flooding.  After the last weekend planting event, there were still a number of plants that needed to be put in – this was done by Beth, Murphy and Sally  from King County a few weeks after our event.
· King County took water samples Tuesday December 4 after the rain but before the flooding had subsided.  Beth did not have the analysis from these samples yet.

· There are two beaver dams at the south end of the lake where it drains.  These dams cause the lake levels to rise a few feet.  Actually, there are a lot of beavers out in the community, especially where there is water, so there is no point in trapping and moving beavers as other beavers will take their place.  Cottage Lake residents should alert King County if the beavers cause property damage.
· Eurasian Milfoil
· An excellent article made it into the Woodinville Weekly (week of November 28th). 
· Michael Murphy (aka Murph) from King County made a presentation on Eurasian milfoil and discussed our options.
· Milfoil impacts recreation, water quality, and habitat negatively.  Eradication is possible but re-infestation is likely.

· A different local lake had a similar infestation a few years ago.

· Spring Lake

· About the same size and depth of Cottage Lake

· Similar community involvement and support

· Weeds were eliminated using herbicide.

· Ted Barnes from Spring Lake also talked about the infestation and their treatment program

· If we want to eradicate the milfoil, a similar herbicide based treatment plan will be needed for Cottage Lake

· Other options to manage the milfoil are:

· Controlling infestation (e.g., pulling them up, using scuba divers and/or snorkelers).

· Do nothing – wait and see.

· The most effective herbicide for milfoil given our lake conditions and our place in a critical ecosystem (Bear Creek watershed) is Triclopyr.    It is a systemic, which means it gets into the root systems, and it has a half-life of 3 ½ to 7 ½ days (in standard conditions).  The herbicide will not affect the water lilies and would be applied directly to the areas with milfoil to reduce the impact on other plants.
· The approximate annual cost of the herbicide for one year is $1755.  This is enough to treat approximately two acres.  This cost is for the herbicide alone, does not cover the cost of surveying the site or compensation for the people performing the treatment.

· Manual methods of control for the same two acres are approximately $5120.

· Grant monies are available for eradication for lakes with early infestation.  
· Most grants for noxious weed removal require the lake have a public boat launch.  Cottage Lake qualifies as a lake with early infestation but does not have a formal boat launch.  
· However, Murphy and Beth have talked with the Department of Ecology about our milfoil infestation, and they believe that Cottage Lake will qualify for the grant.  

· The grant is specifically for herbicide application.  

· A portion of the grant funding must come from matching funds.   Since we already have a significant matching obligation with the Centennial Grant, Beth and Murphy will set up this grant so that the matching (either in time or materials) is provided by King County. 
· Decision:  There is some urgency to making a decision about whether to apply for the grant and proceed with herbicide treatments.  The community members at the meeting discussed the issue and agreed unanimously that Murph and Beth should proceed with the grant application.

· If people have issues about the process, the grant, or the herbicide treatment plan for the milfoil, please email to Jonathan Morrison. The presentation will be posted out at the website for people who want to review the information in more detail.
· Newsletter
· There’s no editor and no contributing writers for the Friends of Cottage Lake newsletter.  If you are interested in continuing this valuable communication, please see Jonathan.

· The next FOCL meeting is planned for January 30, 2008 at the Woodinville Library.  We will have our officer elections at that meeting.

