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general meeting minutes

January 29, 2007

A general meeting of the Friends of Cottage Lake (FOCL) was held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 29, 2007 at the Woodinville Library.  All FOCL officers were present:


Jonathan Morrison (President)
Mary McCain (Vice-President)


Chuck Cushing (Treasurer)
Susie Egan (Secretary)


Jim Fleek (Position at Large)

Community participants were:


Kevin Egan
Sally Maimoni


Snake Johns
Jeanette Ryan


William & Ellie Barnes
Judy & Mike Dunning


Stafford Miller
Beth Cullen


Jim Pender
Dick Schatzel

1. Election of Board Members.  Nominations from the floor were taken and the following FOCL members were nominated to fill the FOCL board positions:

Sally Maimoni


Jonathan Morrison


Chuck Cushing


Stafford Miller


Mary McCain

2. Discussion of Cottage Lake Park Shoreline Restoration.  Beth Cullen discussed King County's plans for the upcoming Cottage Lake Park Shorelines Restoration project.  Beth showed FOCL members an updated drawing of the planting scheme for the restoration project that is slated for two plantings in 2007: one in August and the other in October. The plantings will include the addition of up to 800 new native plants and the removal of existing invasive plants. The August planting will use pre-planted coir logs for shoreline plants.  These logs are anchored at either end by stakes.  The October planting  is to take place over two weekends and will involve planting the remainder of plants further in from the shoreline. 
The entire project will continue over a three to five-year period with the King County Park Staff doing occasional watering.  The mortality rate of the plants will be monitored during this period; any dead plants will be replaced as needed.  During the duration of the project, the plans will need mulching and watering.  In addition, the FOCL will organize spring, summer and fall weeding parties.   

Beth estimated that it would cost anywhere from $7,000 to $12,000 out of existing grant money to fund this project.  If there is still money available after this project, it could be used by local residents to plant native plants along their shoreline.

3. Newsletter.  Jonathan thanked Susie Egan for the latest edition of the Cottage Lake Connection.  He asked that more members sign up on the FOCL website to have their newsletters sent to them by email.  The website also provides a forum to upload pictures that relate to Cottage Lake.  Susie Egan asked that members send her pictures, articles or events for future newsletters.

4. FOCL Spring Plant Sale.  It was announced that the FOCL will be having a Spring Plant Sale at Susie & Kevin's Egan's house on April 21, 2007 at 12:00 o'clock noon.  Volunteers will be needed to help pot plants and to work on the day of the sale.  Interested members should contact Susie Egan directly at (425) 788-1952 or by email at segan@cottagelake.com
5. Eradication of Water Lilies.  Jonathan noted that the FOCL would continue the water lily eradication project started in 2006.  Some funds from last year are still available for use in 2007.  The same licensed sprayers would begin spraying in the summer once the water lilies have emerged.  It was suggested the sprayers be more closely managed in 2007 with a FOCL member accompanying the sprayers to insure that the project is done in a timely manner.

6. Department of Ecology Grant Status.  Beth Cullen mentioned that our project associated with the Centennial Grant is supposed to be completed by December of 2008.  The goal of the grant is to decrease the phosphorus level in Cottage Lake.  However, a December 2008 deadline will not give adequate time to accomplish this goal, as the lake cannot respond that quickly.  For this reason, the Department of Ecology agreed to extend the grant deadline to December of 2010.    Monitoring of the lake will continue in 2007, 2008 and 2009 and on through September of 2010.  The Grubbs, who have been taking biweekly samples of the lake for the past 15 years, will continue to do so.  

7. Groundwater Survey of Cottage Lake. Jonathan Morrison mentioned that a ground water survey is being conducted in the Cottage Lake area.  He may arrange to have one of the scientists involved with the survey talk with the FOCL sometime in May of this year.  Beth Cullen mentioned that two more surveys will be taken in 2008 and 2010.  (The first survey was taken in 2005.)  These surveys will help measure if the education funded by the grant had any impact.

8. Welcome Packet for New Residents of Cottage Lake.  Beth Cullen mentioned that as part of the grant money has been set aside to create a "Welcome Packet" for new residents of the watershed area.  She asked for everyone to give his or her input into what should be included in this packet.  This would include any information they would have wanted to know when they first moved into the Cottage Lake area.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Sally Maimoni, 






Secretary, Friends of Cottage Lake
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