Minutes of
Friends of Cottage Lake
General Membership Meeting
May 23, 2005 

A general meeting of the Friends of Cottage Lake was held at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, May 23, 2005 at the Cottage Lake Beach Club Cabana.  Attending were Jonathan Morrison (President), Mary McCain (Vice President), Chuck Cushing, (Treasurer), Beth Cullen, (King Co. Water Quality Planner, Lake Stewardship Program), Ann Whitney (At-Large), Matt McCain, Jim Fleek, Sally, Maimoni, Karen Mattson, David Overcash, Russ Glaser, Susie Egan, Kevin Egan, Elisa Bassetti.
The following items were discussed:

1. Update on lake issues. 
a. Status of Church/School Plans for property formerly the Woodinville Riding Club.  Jonathan Morrison gave a status report on the Church/School plans for the Woodinville Riding Club mentioning that not much has changed. The church website now indicates that building is unlikely to start until 2007, but that they are still moving ahead. Sherie Sabour from the DDES (206) 296-7112, is a contact person regarding this project and you should contact her if you want to receive a notification when the project moves to the next stage.
b. Other developments: A permit has been filed for a new development across Avondale from Safeway (NE corner) – the permit calls for the construction of a large drug store. There have also been rumors that the SW corner will be re-developed, but no permits have been filed yet.
c. Other issues (aquatic weeds, etc).  Mary gave an update on her progress on researching solutions to the water lily problem (fragrant water lilies are classified as an invasive aquatic weed). Possible treatment options were briefly discussed (herbicide, mechanical control). Hand pulling is likely only a control mechanism, but still encouraged while we look into a lake wide solution.
2. Election of FOCL Secretary position.  Susie Egan was nominated for the vacant Secretary position.  Following an election from the floor, Susie Egan was duly elected Secretary. 

3. Update on the Centennial Grant.  Jonathan Morrison and Beth Cullen said that the state budget has been passed and the Cottage Lake grant is still on the list.  They were expecting final notification very soon; and would be starting to make plans to be ready when the grant was approved. The purpose of the grant is to reduce the phosphorus levels in the lake which will help reduce algae growth and improve the overall quality of Cottage Lake. Specifically the grant will be used to cover lake stewardship education, lake side restoration, and water monitoring. 
4. Timeline of events and activities
a. Grant timeline (funding) – we should get final grant approval by early July and water testing should start almost immediately. 
b. Major grant milestones and activities:
i. July: grant should be finalized, water testing will start

ii. Fall: survey of watershed residents to determine baseline level of knowledge. 

iii. Spring 2006 – Natural Yard Care workshop (community wide event)

iv. Fall 2006 – lakeside restoration and planting (park and private property)

Educational materials will be developed and distributed, goal of producing a full slate of material that could be used in a “Welcome to the lake” package. Survey will help determine what areas to focus on.
c. Other Events.  Post-July 4th Cottage Lake Park and lake cleanup (see details below.)
5. Discussion of volunteer projects and activities
a. King County Park Cleanup (post 4th of July weekend – targeting Saturday, July 9th) Jonathan discussed an upcoming lake cleanup event the Saturday after the 4th of July fireworks.  It would be a kickoff event to get the FOCL back in front of the public.  An event flyer needs to be created which announces the event and at the same time can provide tips for keeping the lakeside clean.  Sponsors, such as Safeway and Starbucks, also need to be found.  Volunteers are needed to help organize the event as well as direct the actual clean-up.
b. FOCL - Summer Concerts at Cottage Lake.  Beth Cullen asked if there would be any summer concerts on the Cottage Lake this year, and if so, perhaps the FOCL could set up an information table there as well for more FOCL public exposure. 
c. Developing Educational Materials.  The FOCL would like to have available a number of lake management publications to help educate the public on lake stewardship.  Jonathan Morrison mentioned that FOCL would be reviewing existing King County Lake-related materials and would determine which could be used by FOCL and which could be slightly edited to apply to Cottage Lake's specific issues.  Topics would include phosphate sources, septic care, noxious aquatic weeds control, etc)  In addition, FOCL needs volunteer technical writers, desktop publishing help, and design ideas in producing these materials.
d. Creating Website Content and Pictures.  Jonathan Morrison volunteered to head this project but asked for help in material content and photographs.  
e. FOCL Newsletter.  The FOCL would like to publish a quarterly newsletter.  Volunteers are needed for to be the editor and also as contributing writers.  Beth Cullen mentioned that in addition to a newsletter, the FOCL should consider other types of promotional/educational materials such as refrigerator magnets, door hangers, etc. which tend to stay in the public eye longer.
Matt McCain mentioned that he had found a well-known graphic artist who agreed to volunteer her time for designing a new FOCL logo.  This would be used on the newsletter and other FOCL publications.  The goal is to come up with a more updated logo and yet still retaining a somewhat "grass roots" feel.

f. Researching Cottage Lake History.  Susie Egan volunteered to research the history of Cottage Lake including trying to find old photographs of the lake.  She had already attended several Woodinville Heritage (formerly Historical) Society meetings.  She also met with Leanette Bassetti who lives on the south end of the lake to obtain history on the Bassetts/Bassetti's property.  Susie will next be interviewing Ida Mae Brown who lived on Cottage Lake 50 years ago and whose parents owned the land where the King County Park is now located, prior to Norm's Resort.  Susie said she would also be working with Mary McCain on obtaining the history of their house (formerly the Jurey house, which is said to be the second oldest house in Woodinville).  Susie mentioned that this would be an on-going project and she would enjoy sharing her progress during upcoming meetings.
g. Work on a “Weeds Committee” Mary McCain volunteered to head up the "Weeds Committee."   She mentioned that they would be researching options for dealing with the invasive aquatic weeds plaguing Cottage Lake, particularly the non-native water lilies, yellow irises and purple loosestrife. These plants steal oxygen from the fish and also make the lake shallower, further contributing to the phosphate/algae problem.   She would also help organize community meetings on the various treatment options, as well as weed-pulling parties.  Beth Cullen mentioned that she had access to Weed Cards which showed nice color pictures to help identify aquatic weeds.  She said she would give these to the FOCL. 

In addition Mary would work on applying for a Dept. of Ecology grant/funding specific to eliminating noxious aquatic weeds. (FOCL is not eligible for a WA State grant since Cottage Lake does not have a boat launch, which is required for state grant eligibility.)  Ted Barnes from Spring Lake and Wendy Harvey of North Lake have applied for these grants for their lakes and would be good contacts.  
h. Native plants/planting committee.  Jonathan Morrison volunteered to head up this committee.  It would involve researching native plants for lakeside planting, locating key properties or willing lakeside residents who would agree to plant native plants along their shoreline, growing/propagating plants, organizing plantings, and coordinating volunteers for actual labor to do plantings.  
i. Organizing a Natural Yard Care Program for March 2006 One of the activities which would be funded by the grant is having a Natural Yard Care Program.  This is an existing educational piece that King County developed and offers to organizations for a minimal charge.  It would include topics such as low maintenance lawns, using phosphate-free fertilizer, using drought tolerant plants, composting, etc.  It would attract a large group of people, not just lakeside residents.  The workshop is targeted for March 2006. 
j. Volunteers to do additional voluntary water monitoring. Russ Glaser has volunteered to head up this project. While King County will be monitoring for phosphate levels at the creek inlets and two sites on the lake itself, they will not include fecal coliform testing.   FOCL is experimenting with small water sampling Petri dish test kits to test for any possible fecal coliform contaminates.  Samples of lake water are collected and applied to the culture in the Petri dish.  It then incubates for one to days, at which time the colony growth is observed.  The indicator in the culture will change colors depending on the organism.  Russ has obtained these test kits over the internet at a cost of about $1 each.  He is looking for volunteers to do this testing on a monthly basis.  Since fecal coliform moves through the lake quickly, the goal of these tests will be to identify any repetitive and consistent fecal coliform presence.  
6.  Open Discussion.
a. David Overcash mentioned that he had a good friend who owned one of the largest septic system companies and he would contact him to see if he would be willing to give FOCL a tutorial on septic system care.
b. Jonathan Morrison mentioned that the original signed FOCL Bylaws cannot be located, although they do have copies.  However, original signed Bylaws will be needed in order to apply for non-profit status.  FOCL is looking for a corporate attorney that would be willing to do this work “pro bono".
c. Jonathan mentioned that he has found a hardware store in Duvall which has reasonably priced water barrels that can be used to collect rainwater from house downspouts.  Anyone interested can contact him for further information.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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